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Appendix M – Judges’ Worksheet 

 
Melissa Pellegrin Memorial Scholarships: 20__ 

Judges’ Worksheet 
 
Use this worksheet to record notes from the applications and to compare the candidates. 
 
Undergraduate 
Candidate Academic 

(GPA) 
Letter Content (Knowledge of 
& Commitment to Profession) 

Letter Style (Evidence of 
Writing Ability) 

Other Factors Rank 
(1-7) 

 
Candidate 1 
 

     

 
Candidate 2 
 

     

 
Candidate 3 
 

     

 
Candidate 4 
 

    
 

 

 
Candidate 5 
 

     

 
Candidate 6 
 

     

 
Candidate 7 
 

     

 
Graduate 
Candidate Academic 

(GPA) 
Letter Content (Knowledge of  
& Commitment to Profession) 

Letter Style (Evidence of 
Writing Ability) 

Other Factors Rank 
(1-4) 

 
Candidate 1 
 

     

 
Candidate 2 
 

     

 
Candidate 3 
 

     

 
Candidate 4 
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Orlando Chapter STC
P.O. Box 540444

Orlando, Florida 32854-0444

Designing the Future of Technical Communication 
in Central Florida

Orlando Chapter STC
P.O. Box 540444

Orlando, Florida 32854-0444

Designing the Future of Technical Communication 
in Central Florida  

 
             
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: 
 [insert publicity manager’s name and phone number] 
22 May 2006 publicity@stc-orlando.org 
 
 
 
THREE UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA TECHNICAL WRITING STUDENTS 
RECEIVE PRESTIGIOUS SCHOLARSHIPS  
 
Undergraduate students Rachel Eichen and Jen Juneau and graduate student Heather Stearns 
received the Orlando Chapter’s prestigious Melissa Pellegrin Memorial Scholarship for their 
achievements in the University of Central Florida’s technical writing program   
 
Each spring the Orlando Chapter of the Society for Technical Communication (STC) awards the 
prestigious Melissa Pellegrin Memorial Scholarship, much recognized and valued by area 
technical communicators and technical communication faculty at the University of Central 
Florida (UCF), to the most outstanding students in the undergraduate and graduate technical 
writing programs at UCF. Members of the Orlando Chapter’s Education Committee met in March 
to select this year’s scholarship winners. The judging criteria for each candidate included the 
overall GPA and GPA in their major, the quality of their letter expressing an interest in technical 
communication, activities in technical communication, and financial need. 
 
This year, the Education Committee voted to award the scholarship to three UCF students:  
Rachel Eichen, Jen Juneau, and Heather Stearns. Rachel Eichen, a UCF junior who will graduate 
in spring 2007, served as vice president of the Future Technical Communicators (FTC) at UCF 
and as the mentee coordinator of the Orlando Chapter STC mentoring program during the 2005-
2006 academic year. Jen Juneau, also a junior at UCF who will graduate in spring 2007, served 
as FTC secretary this past year. Heather Stearns, who will receive her MA in Technical Writing 
from UCF in summer 2007, received her undergraduate degree from UCF in Management 
Information Systems.  
 
Dan Jones, professor at UCF, Fellow in STC, and Education Committee member, and Peggy 
Bivins, a recipient of the Melissa Pellegrin Scholarship in April 2005 and Education Committee 
Manager for the Orlando Chapter, recognized the scholarship winners at the chapter’s April 25 
awards banquet. In addition to receiving a certificate and $200 check, each scholarship winner 
will have her name engraved on a plaque permanently on display in the UCF English Department.  
 
According to Peggy Bivins, “It is a compliment to be selected by professionals in the technical 
communication field and receive this kind of recognition. These scholarship recipients exemplify 
the high standards of excellence set by Melissa Pellegrin.” Rachel Eichen agreed, saying, “I am 
pleased to be considered among such respected colleagues.” 

Appendix O – Scholarship Press Release 
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The three scholarship recipients will carry on the tradition set by Melissa Pellegrin, a 1994 UCF 
graduate and member of the Orlando Chapter STC. Jen Juneau explained that the scholarship “is 
a way to pay tribute to Melissa Pellegrin’s memory.” Heather Stearns reaffirmed these thoughts, 
saying, “This award transcends the recognition and monetary value because I believe in the 
technical communication profession and am honored to be affiliated with all of the predecessors 
who exemplify Melissa’s caliber.”   
 
The Orlando Chapter STC founded the Melissa Pellegrin Memorial Scholarship Fund to preserve 
the memory and generous spirit of their valued friend and professional colleague. Melissa was an 
exceptional student who earned an Orlando Chapter undergraduate scholarship. After graduation, 
she served on the Orlando Chapter’s Education Committee.  
 
Melissa’s commitment to excellence was evident in the quality of her academic and professional 
work. She shared her enthusiasm in many ways, including professional presentations at STC 
conferences and meetings. She was employed as a technical communicator with The Technical 
Resource Connection, Inc. in Tampa until her untimely death in April 1997. In October of that 
year, the Melissa Pellegrin Scholarship Fund was formally dedicated at a Trends Conference, an 
annual technical communication conference co-hosted by members of the Orlando Chapter STC 
and the technical communication faculty at UCF. 
 
Information about the Orlando Chapter and the Education Committee is available on the chapter’s 
Web site at www.stc-orlando.org. 
 

 
 


